
Housing and homelessness

Background

The Green Party believes that nobody should be left homeless, and nobody

should sleep rough on the streets, in the 21st century. In Southampton things

have not improved since 2016 a time when the city started to see the long

term effects of austerity.

In the Spring of 2016 Southampton City Council announced the intention to

introduce Public Space Protection Orders mainly to curb obsessive begging. The

orders were in place up until March 2019 when the Council finally conceded

that only one £100 fine of the 32 £100 fixed penalty notices had ever been

paid. Today there are protection orders in place but they cover street drinking

or "loitering for the purpose of consuming alcohol".

From the start the local Green Party were against the PSPOs and campaigned

to steer the Council in a friendlier direction and to encourage the council to

implement policies which would help folk to keep their homes and take more

vulnerable people off the streets by housing them in appropriate

accommodation.

COVID 19

We are still in the middle of the Global pandemic but the UK furlough scheme

has now been tapered off and with the government intention is to close it

down at some time during October.  The following points are bulleted as urgent

to cope with the real possibility of a catastrophic crisis for those not living in

secure housing.

● Specialist support for those housed in shared Asylum Accommodation to
enable safe access to medical services, testing and re-housing

● The DWP to allow all claimants to have benefits assessed in the way which
is safest to them — whether face to face, on the phone, or on paper.

● Permanently ring fence funding for local authorities to provide shelter for
every rough sleeper who wants it



● Local authorities to have power to control local rents

● A one year visa extension for all migrants, not just NHS workers

● Forgiveness for rent arrears, with appropriate compensation for landlords,
with no impact on tenants’ credit ratings

● Permanent end to no fault evictions and temporarily suspend Section 8 as
grounds for eviction

● An increase to Housing Benefit to at least levels of average rent

● Students to be allowed to give 7 days notice to leave PBSA tenancy
agreements with no penalty

● Emergency funding to be released to local authorities to provide safe
housing for all currently in crowded or unsafe conditions, from families in
hostels, to detainees in detention centres, along with all victims of
domestic abuse.

Aims The intention is to create a society where everyone can feel safe and

secure and  not just from natural elements; temperature extremes, wind and

rain but also from the random and unnecessary  intrusion of other individuals

into the lives of those who are especially struggling to establish themselves into

society. Things like sleep deprivation, drugs and alcohol need to be considered

when helping the homeless to become motivated to help themselves more.

Principles Society must act compassionately and understand homeless people

so that their needs can be tackled; in the same way society supports a working

population when they fall sick or suffer from medical issues that affects the

stability of their lives.

Strategy and Policies

1/ No one should have to wait longer than a week to be settled into a safe

refuge where they have the option to see their friends and family.

2/ The travelling community must be firmly included in the strategy which will

also focus on transient people and those being released from prisons

3/ To greater understand the causes of homelessness with the help of any

experts or members of the public who have experience of it.



4/ The experience of charities like Crisis are crucial to understanding the best

policies to end homelessness. By working with local and national charities

there is a greater hope of achieving our goals.

5/ The need for affordable housing is always key as to whether everyone can be

homed.

Medium Term Goals

1/ We will publish monthly figures from a non intrusive survey on the numbers

of homeless in Southampton. Numbers can then be challenged by other

agencies who are working towards a homeless free city.

2/ Publish quarterly reports on empty housing stock and commercial buildings

(there may be cause for change of use)

3/ Ensure there is enough temporary accommodation for all homeless people

while planning further long term accommodation.

4/ Paid local authority officers must have a file on every homeless person they

are failing to find accommodation for in the hope that other appropriate

services like the NHS might be able to step in and give that person the chance

to sort themselves out be it for what reason.

5/ Ensure that there are plenty of sites where rewarding activities and catering

can be reached by those on and off the streets.

6/ Partners working in mental health need to be given more resources

especially after the Covid – 19 lockdown as more of us will be vulnerable

mentally and financially.

Long Term Goals.

1/ Make being part of Southampton’s residential community easier to be part

of and more appealing than street begging and hustling.

2/ Provide better lines of communication with those vulnerable people who fail

to keep a roof over their heads due to crises.



3/ Drug and alcohol services need to be easy to tap into so earlier intervention

protect more residents before a downward spiral of misuse destabilizes any

individual.

4/ Where individuals do not enjoy or thrive in conventional housing, travellers

sites, house boats, communal communities, and even relocation to rural

communities are all options which should be explored.


